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HERALD OF TRUTH
Published each month in the interest of world-wide radio trnd television
evangelism. Each issue contains the sermons broadcast on the nationwide facilities of the Mutual Broadcasting Sy stem, the American Broadcasting Company and nuzny independent stations.
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1962
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FROM ONE WHO WAS HELPED
The Herald of Truth
Abilene, Texas ·
Dear Brethren:
I wish I had the money to support the wonderful program you
brethren are responsible for. I am one you helped to teach the
truth and I am praying that my husband and remaining five ( of
7) children will be reached by your program or some one
eventually will teach them the truth about religious error.
Mrs. M. E. H.
Anconta, Ala.

Brethren, the HERALD OF TRUTH radio program started
on February 10, 1952. We are now in our eleventh year. During
that period of time so far as the writer knows, we have never had
an opportunity to be on radio in the city of Boston, Massachusetts.
So, for the first time, that door of opportunity has been opened to
us. Boston is a city of approximately one million people. It is the
headquarters for one of the outstanding religious denominations.
And in the area, there are some five million people. When this
door of opportunity was opened unto us, we could not say "No".
So we have ordered the station. The program is already being
carried in that great metropolitan area. The cost is $85. 33 per week.
It is an ABC station. The time of the broadcast is I 0: 30 each Lord's
Day evening. Brethren, this is just another door through which we
can enter into the homes of the good people living in that area
with the truth of God's word . "The gospel," said Paul, "is the
power of God unto salvation." We are preaching the gospel in no
uncertain terms. Brother Baxter , Brother Harper , and others whom
we have had on the program have done a marvelous job in declaring
the unsearchable riches of Christ making known the terms of
reconciliation, the plan of salvation, or in other words how men
and women become members of the New Testament Church .
Brethren, we need your help. When we add stations like this
at $85.33 per week it runs into dollars mighty, mighty fast. If
some good congregation who is strong enough financially would
just write us that you are willing to' underwrite that station for
30 days, or 60 days, or 90 days, or for 12 months, we believe the
Lord would bless you richly. Every dime of your $85.33 would go
to pay for time on that station. There wouldn't be one single
penny left - it would all go to that station to pay for time. The
writer well remembers that during the Newbern debate in Tennessee between Brother Wood and ' Brother Cogdell a fine Christian
gentleman from just across the river from Newbern gave me a
check one night to pay for one full year on radio in Geneva ,
Alabama. Every dime of that man's check went to pay for time .
That night, Bro. Cogdell said the man ought to give us another

check for $100.00 to see that his $144.00 got to Geneva. Brethre n,
that is pure propaganda. If you underwrite this Boston Station
every dime ofxour ~85.33 wiJl go to Boston to pay for time. May
God bless you m seemg the light and the opportunity of reaching
those people with the simple truths of the New Testament.
W. F. Cawyer

Juneau, Alaska
March 12, 1962
The Herald of Truth
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren,
This is to I.et you know that the church of Christ here in
Juneau, Alaska wishes to express its gratefulness for the local TV
Herald of Truth Program .
We have not been able lately to contribute anything in way
of supporting it: but we wish to say again that we feel that you
could not have placed Herald of Truth in a more essential place
than to have sent it here. We the Church want you to know
· that we appreciate it very highly, and as soon as we are able
we wish to help more in financing it.
We truly hope that you will be able and to see fit to continue .to send erald of Truth t? Juneau, and we wish to cooperate with you m every way that 1t may be possible for us to do so.

!f

Yours in Christ, The Brethren,

CHURCHOF CHRIST
WEBSTER

AT

PROSPECT
BOX 214
DALE T. LEMON, Local

TRAVERSE
Evangelist

CITY,

MICH.

February 13, 1962
The Elders and Brethren
Highland A venue Church of Christ
Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Beloved Brethren:
A report on the third week of showing of the "Herald of
Truth Television Series" on the Paul Bunyan Network stations
WPBN, Traverse City , Michigan and WTOM, Cheboygan,
Michigan . This culminates some four years of constant
negotiating and prayerful pleading with the station management
for this time. After being promised the time twice before, we
were very careful to make any announcement about it before.
But now it is on for certain. There is every evidence that we will
remain on the air for a year, although the basic committment of
the present time of 1: 30 p.m. on Sunday is for 13 weeks. The
station manager mentioned a date the other day that exceeds the
13 week limits. This FREE time amounts to about $95.00 weekly .
•
Many local residents have commented on the program and
we have heard nothing but praise for the program. This is one
of the greatest boosts to the work in this area we have had in
the four years of its existence.
To illustrate the reception , we learned last evening that
on .Sunday last ( the second week of its showing) a Baptist preacher m a nearby town URGED his congregation to listen to it,
citing the excellent nature of its teaching. This shows the power
that it has!
W e are looking for great gains to be made in the work here
in 1962. Our goal is to double the membership at least once in this
year . May God bless y ou and the brethren that help you make
it possible for new works like this to have such wonderful aids
in teaching the message of our Lord. To our Lord we give prayers
of praise daily for your love in Christ.

James L. Frazier - Minister.
A fellow-laborer for Christ,
Dale T. Lemon

F~bruary 20, 1962
Elders at Highland
Dear Sirs:
While outside the United States on duty at a Naval Base
away from a congregation of the Church we have sent our contribution to the work in the Philippines. I have notified the Southwest congregation in Los Angeles that I would discontinue this
support in June since we plan to return to the States.
In one of your recent Herald of Truth reports I was impressed with a letter stating that one man was supervising a much
needed program for a small North Alabama city for one year.
The fact that I know exactly where my contribution goes appeals
to me. Could you suggest an area where you might place our
contribution for three months ( amounts to approximate total
of $150.00?) I would, of course, want my name withheld.
We have a small group of about 20-30 meeting three times
a week here. Almost all of our radio reception ( except for Spanish
speaking stations) originates from our local Armed Forces Radio
Station - WBGY. A good percentage of their programs come
live via short wave from the "Mother" station in New York. On
Sundays especially there are several "religious" type programs.
We wonder if you have requested "equal time" over AFRS Radio and TV facilities. This type program would originate from
AFRS New York and be beamed to Armed Forces all over the
world.
The address: Armed Forces Radio and Television
250 West 57th St.
New York, N. Y.

H. S.S.
U. S. Naval Dental Clinic
Navy No. 115 Box 64, % FPO N. Y., N. Y.

2245Yz Addison \Vay
Los Angeles 41, Calif.
Dear Brethren:
Your Herald of Truth program is most inspiring. It is
a part of my life. I thank God for such men as Bro .. Baxter, Har~er,
and many others who are spreading the gospel to this lost and dymg
world.
Yours in Christ, Mrs. V. V.
Petersburg, Virginia
March 16, 1962
Herald of Truth
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas ·
Attn : Film Booker
Dear Sir:
This is to advise you that effective Sunday, April 15, your
program, "Herald of Truth," will be moved from 9 a.m. to 7: 30
a.m. Following the program of April 8 we will inform our viewers
of the change so that the loyal Church of Christ followers will
be able to see the program before their normal Church service.
Incidentally, we have had many favorable comments from
viewers on this series, and we hope to continue it indefinitely.
Sincerely, R. I. Grossman, Program Manager

March 5, 1962
Dear Sir:
Since I began college and nurses' trammg in September I
have been unable to attend worship services on Sunday night.
This has afforded an increasing opportunity to hear the HERALD
OF TRUTH radio program. I just wanted to write and express
how much this program means to me away from home and Christian fellowship. It is a genuine inspiration to hear such well presented lessons and to know the Gospel is reaching so many people
at once. I'd like to request program 527, "Christianity vs. Communism." May God bless vou in the continuance of this work.
Sincerely ym{rs. M. T., .Ta~kson,Mississippi

"CHRISTIANITY VERSUS COMMUNISM"

5763 Brandt Pike
Dayton 24, Ohio
February 16, 1962
Highland Church of Christ
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Re: Herald of Truth - Carol Poff, 1713 Kruss Avenue,
Dayton, Ohio
Dear Brethren:
We here at the Huber Heights church of Christ, 4925 Fishburg Road, Dayton, Ohio received a post card, indicating that the
above individual wished to enroll in a Bible correspondence course.
I visited this couple ;md she indicated again that she would
still like to be enrolled, so I contacted a member of the Riverside
congregation, who presently, are conducting the course here in
the Dayton area. She is now enrolled and did attend the Belmont
congregation, which is most convenient congregation for her. She
completed a visitors card and I have been in touch with the minister, Bro. S. P. Lowry, and he and his wife plan to continue
working with her personal salvation.
She did point out to me that she taught Bible school in the
EUB church and that she had told them that she was not satisfied
with their teaching.
We cannot refuse the gospel of Christ, to those who hunger
for Him. Thanks to the Herald of Truth for giving this woman
and her family a taste of the Bread of Life.
In Christian love,
Robert E. H.
March 8, 1962
Highland Church of Christ
Here is $1.00 for your work which I think is wonderful.
Some Churches of Christ fight your work but I cannot see why.
Jesus said: "Go ye into all the world," and you surely do go far
out on your radio. Here's wishing you great success in your work.
Sincerely, Mrs. C. W., Plainview, Texas

ABC

and MBS Networks

By BATSELL
Radio Sermon

BARRETT

BAXTER

No. 527

March

4, 1962

Approximately one -third of the world's population is under Communist domination today . Approximately one-fourth of the world's land
area is under Communist control. Almost one billion people have gone
behind -the iron curtain under Communism since the end of World War
It in 1946, just sixteen short years ago. Obviously, Communism is the
number one threat to the free world today.
Communism is a way of thinking-a
way of life. It is political; it is
and it is also religlous. In gospel prea ching we are primarily
concerned with things religious-things
pertaining to man's relationship
· to God. We do not present political speeches-except
that sometimes
religious principles have a bearing in the political world. We do not
present lectures on economics-except
that sometimes Chr istia n principles have applications to economic practices.
economic;

As an American citizen, I personally oppose Communism because
of its political ideology. I think it a bad form of government and am
deeply grateful to live under a democratic system such as our own ,
which is the finest form of government that the world has yet
known . It · is important for Christians to rem ember , however, that
Christianity is tied to no single political system . God did not give
us instructions tor a divine political system .
Similarly Christianity is tied to no single economic system. Again, it
is my deep conviction that our free enterprize system is the finest
system tor the good of mankind t~t the world has ever known , but I
speak against Communism not for these reasons but because it is
diametrically opposed to the religion of Jesus Christ. In the battle for
men'•

minds,

whenever

Commun ,ism wins

Christianity

loses.

believes that evel"Ything Is matter,
In the fll"Bt place, Communism
everything
Is materlal. In Communism there is no God, no divine Jesus

Christ, and no inspired Bible. World Communism as we know it today
is atheistic. It is quite correct to speak of "godless Communism ." Lenin
said, "Religion is the opiate of the people."
In direct contrast,
Chrlstlan ,ity believes that
He haa created all things, Including · the material

Bible begins with
heavens and the
formed .man of the
nostrils the breath

God exists and
and the splrltual.

that

The
the sentence, "In the beginning God created the
earth" (Genesis 1:1). Further, "And Jehovah God
dust of the ground (material), and breathed into his
of life; and man became a living soul (spiritual)"
Page 9

"CHRISTIANITY

Page 10

VERSUS

COMMUNISM"

Genesis 2: 7) . Throughout the length of the scriptures we find hundreds
of declarations that spiritual concerns are just as real as material concerns . For example, in Galatians · 6:7-8, we read , "Be not deceived; God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap .
For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption
(material) ; but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life eternal (spiritual)." In fact, all material things will eventually be
destroyed, whereas spiritual thin gs are eternal.

"CHRISTIANITY

VERSUS

COMMUNISM"

Page 11

(John 13:34-35). Throughout the world Communism has stirred up
hate, class conflict and war. Wherever Christianity
has been taught
there b.ave been a lessening of these elements and an increase of
brotherhood and understanding . It is not difficult to know which of
these courses of action is better for mankind. Even Communists make
pretty speeches about peace and brotherhood,
even while fomenting
strife throughout the nations of the world .
F_lfth,

Communism

has no Interest

In Individuals,

only

in groups

or

This is the theory of atheistic evolution. Through eons and eons of
time inanimate life developed through a purely mechanical proc ess .
Eventually animal life, such as we know it today, also appeared. Hum an
beings are different from the animal world only in degree but not in
kind.

classes. It is startling to learn that in the relatively brief interval since
the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917, Communists have killed 40,000,000
people who in one way or another got in the way of the spread of
World Communism. (A Manual for Survival, compiled by the Church
League of America, 1961, p. 48.) Individuals do not count if they get
in the way of the party .

In contrast,
Christianity
holds that man Is a person, made In the
Image of God. "And God said, Let us make man in our im age, aft er

In direct contrast,
Ch r istianity
affirms
that the individual
has supreme value and worth in God's sight. Remember the concern that Chri st

our like?Wss . . . And God created man in his own image , in th e imag e
of God created he him; male and female created he them" (Genesis
1:26-27). Man is made in the image of God in the sense that he is an
eternal soul. Man is different from an ox in that both have a material
nature, but man alone has a spiritual nature that will live on eternally.

had for lepers,
These were not
day. They were
cause they, too,

Secondly,

Communism

holds

that

man Is simply

a tool-using

anlmal.

Since
there are no spiritual values, according to Communism, the material
world is the only world and therefore it becomes central . This is another way of saying that things are more important than principles;
things are more important than people .
Third,

Communism

teaches

that

economics

controls

everything.

Christianity,
however,
teaches that while economics
Is Important
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth

out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4 :4). These words of Jesus indicate
that principles, as announced by God, are more important than things.
Fourth, Commu11ism preaches and practices hate, class struggle, and
the stirring
up of strife. As World Communism is practiced today, it

respects no system of ethics at all. The teachings against lying, stealing, murder, and all other ethical principles of Christianity are violated
with clear conscience whenever such violation serves the party cause.
There is no honesty , integrity , or sense of ethical morality in Communism. Whatever serves the cause of Communism is right and whatever does not serve the cause of Communism (according to the interpretation of whoever is currently leading Communism) is wrong.
· Christianity,
on the other hand, preaches and endeavors to practice
love, brotherhood,
and understanding
between men. It was Jesus who

said, "A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another,
even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another"

lame people, hungry people, and discouraged people"!
people with prestige or power, but the peasants of His
not to be respected for what they had, but rather bewere made in the image of God.

In the sixth place, Communism
uses methods of force, intimidation,
and deceit. In contrast, Christianity
uses the persuasive power of love
and of good works. Christ respects the individual and his ability to

choose. Instead of overwhelming him by some method of force , Christ's
approach to man, as mentioned in the great commission , is, "Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation . He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth
shall be condemned" (Mark 16 :J.5-16). This respects the individual and
leaves with him the right to decide whi ch way he shall go. Christ appeals; Communism forces . Communism calls men through revolution
to build a Communistic society. Christianity calls men through conversion
to build a better world here and relate all of life to God and Christ.
In the last place, Communism dictates to man in every economic and
social situation.
On the other hand, Christianity
presenb
moral principles to govern
men under
various
economic
and social
systems.

Again, Christianity seeks to win the acceptance
Communism dictates or demands.
Two basic things

of its ideas, whereas

are wrong with Communism . There

is a lack of

respect for God, and there is a lack of respect for man. We must oppose
Communism because of these two fatal errors and we must do all that

'tire can to hinder its spr ead throughout the world. In order to keep the
record straight, we also need to say that a lack of respect for God and
a lack of respect for man are not exclusively the property of Commu nism. There

are atheists

in our land as well. There

are a.lso those who

Page 12

"CHRISTIANITY

VERSUS

COMMUNISM"

"CHRISTIANITY

have little respect fqr · the sacred right of the individual man. Christians oppose ,.theiszj, materiaUsm, and a disregard for the rights of
men wherever th•¥' ,are found - In Russia or In America or an,ywhere else in thel;orld.
These elements are wrong because they are
different from G s way and they are wrong whether practiced by
people whose rac al background we share or by people on the other
side of the worl ·
The question .c_omes, "What can we Christians do?" First of all, we
can pray. Paul said, "I exhort, therefore, first of all, that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, thanksgivlngs, be made for all men; for kings
and all that are ln high place; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet
life tn all godUness and gravity" (I Timothy 2: 1-2). Let us resolve to
pray each day that God will guide the affairs of men and in His own
right way curb the spread of Communism and defeat its faith-destroying influence. Then, we Christians must also work in every honorable,
Christian way to blocl!; the spread of godless Communism and to defeat its effectiveness wherever lt has already been established.
Finally, the best way to defeat the false system of Communism ts to
encourage the spread of true Christianity throughout the world. And
that begins with the individual. The gospel of Christ must be preached.
Man must hear it and believe it . He must be so moved by the teachings of Christ that he repents of his past sins and turns to Christ's
way of life. His conversion comes to its climax as he publicly confesses
his faith in Christ and ts baptized for the forgiveness of his sins (Acts
2:38). Then he must live Christianity and work to spread it throughout
the world. What a shame it is that some Communists practice their deceptive religion of world domination with greater zeal than many
Christians practice the faith of Jesus Christ. Let us, as did the early
Christians, dedicate our all to the bringing of Christ to the millions of
men who have been duped by Communism and whose souls are in
jeopardy.
QUESTION

OF THE

Page

COMMUNISM"

13

learn in quietness in all subjection . But I permit not a woman to teach,
nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness . For Adam was
first formed, then Eve; and Adam was not beguiled, but the woman
being beguiled hath fallen into transgression:
but she shall be saved
through her child-bearing, if they continue in faith and love and
sanctification with sobriety."
As in the Old Te stament , when the Law of Moses was in effect, only
men are to have the responsibility of leading in the public worship. In
God's plan there is a divi sion of labor, some things that only men are
permitted to do and other vitally important works that are re served
for women. Christian women have a primary responsibilit y in the home,
in the bearing and rearing of children. No matter how devote d a father
may be , he !lever .has quite the same intimate r elation sh ip with his
children that his wife has . It is she who has the closer tie with the
children in the first, formative years and in those years she does her
teaching for eternity. Time does not permit an enumeration of the
many works in which women may lead. Suffice it to say that while women are restricted from leadership in the . public periods of worship,
they have other vitally important works to do, other works in which
they have the prime responsibility.

.. .

,i

.
/

PRAYS FOR PROGRAM'S .-GROWTH
Austin, Texas
February 20, 1962
Highland Church of Christ
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren in Christ:
Enclosed you will find $2.00 as another of'niy small contributions to your great Herald of Truth progra, 1

WEEK

Our question this week comes from Stallings, West
listener asks, "Does a woman have a right to preach?"

VERSUS

Virginia.

A

I could give you my own opinion about the matter and weigh the
various arguments pro and con, but actually that would mean nothing .
Let me simply re~d to you what the inspired word of God says on the
subject. In I Corinthians 14:33-35 the Holy Spirit guided Paul to write,
"As in all the churches of the saints, let the women keep silent in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but let them be
in subjection, as also saith the law. And if they would learn anything,
let them ask their own husbands at home: for it is shameful for a
woman to speak ln the church ." In I Timothy 2:8, 11-15, the same writer
added, "I desire therefore that men pray in every place ... let a woman

I just thank God for the privilege df ii _. g to, such a great
cause, ~nd I repeat again t~at I thin~ this mef od of, spteading t~e
gospel 1s one of the most far reachmg_:pro ms that we have m
this modem world today,. and I than~ :o.od
: for the vision of the
God fearing men who ;have made it ··possihle, an'd for each cohtribution both great and 'small and my prayer is ..that the program
will grow and grow.
In Christian love,
C. N., Austin, Texas
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Passing by the books of Acts and Romans I open the Bible next to
the first chapter of I Corinthians . A good many years have passed and
now it is the apostle Paul rather than the apostle John who speaks·
"Now I beseech you, brethren,
through the name of our Lord Jesu~
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and
in the same judgment. For it hath been signified unto me concerning
you, my brethren, by them that are of the household of Chloe, that there
are contentions
among you . Now this I mean, that each one of you
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.
Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into
the name of Paul? (I Corinthians 1:10-13) .
These two very clear passages spell out in language impossible to
misunderstand
the fact that God's desire for all Christians is that they
may be one. I speak to you on the theme, "E Pluribus Unum," which is
the motto of the United States government.
Just a little while ago I
took from my pocket a handful of coins. I looked at the pennies. Sure
enough, there on the back of every penny was E Plurlbus Unum. I looked
at the nickels ; there was the same Latin motto, E Pluribus Unum.
I looked at the dimes and there it was again. So it is on every coin
minted by the United States government . It is stamped on all our
dollar bills as well. It is the official motto of the United States. One
liundred eighty-five years ago our founding fathers chose this as the
motto of our nation. Translated
into English it means, "Out of many
into one." or "One out of many ."
This

motto

is a. continuing

reminder
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of one of the

most

amazing

Time

ALABAMA

11, 1962

Bearing in mind that the Bible is our authority, our only authority,
I have opened the Bible to the 17th chapter of John and I invite your
attention to the great passage in which Jesus prayed for the unity of all
those who should believe on Him: "Neither for these only do I pray,
but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they
may all -be one ; even as thou , Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send
me . And the glory which thou hast given me I have given unto them;
that they may be one, even as we are one; I in them , and thou in me,
that they may be perfected into one; that the world may know that
thou didst send me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me" (John
17: 20-23) .
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Anniston ........WHMA 8:30 p.m .
..WAUD 8:30 p.m.
Auburn
Bay Minette ....WBAC 12: 30 p.m .
..WATV 8:30 a .m .
Birmingham
2 :30 p.m.
........WKLF
Clanton
..WA,JF 1:05 p.m.
Decatur
... WOOF 12: 35 p.m .
Dothan
.........WULA 5:35 p.m.
Eufaula
.....WOWL 8 : 30 p .m.
Florence
1:00 p.m .
....WHEP
Foley
...WGAD 8:30 p.m.
Gadsden
...WGEA
Geneva
......WJBB 5:35 p.m.
Haleyville
5 :35 p.m.
......WFEB
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1:00 p.m .
...WJHB
Talladega
(Sat.)
8:30 a.m .
..WNPT
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5:35 p.m .
.......WTBF
970 Troy
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1230
1150
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980
1490
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1240
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1230
1340
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.... KFRB
. ....KIFW

8 :30 a.m.
9:00 p.m.
(Wed.)

ARIZONA

... .KCLS

8,:05 a.m.
2:00 p.m .
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1250
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1480
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910
1260
1360
1230
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1220
1290

..KTCN 6 :30 a.m.
Berryville
....KLCN 8:30 a.m.
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....KAMD . 5 : 35;p.m.
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..KCCB 1 :30 p.m.
Cor ning
..KFFA 5:35 p.m .
H ele n a
..KBTM 5:35 p.m.
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Little Rock ..KARK 5 :30 p.m.
..KVSA 9:00 a.m .
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790 Los Angeles
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..KPAY 7:35 p .m.
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Station

KC

City

1440
1340

Napa
Needles

1350
1360
810
1230
1390
1250

San
Bernardino
KCKC
San Diego ........KGB
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. .. . KWG
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KTUR
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1430

Denver

1490

Torrington

......KVON
...KSFE

Time

3:35 p.m .
7 :00 a .m .
(Wed .)
8:30 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
8 :30 p.m .
8:30 p .m .
8:30 p.m.
8 :35 a .m .
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KBTR

7 :30 a .m.

CONNECTICUT

... WTOR

6 :35 Jl.m.
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..... . WSRA
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~each
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..WSEB
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. WTAL
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620 Tampa -St .
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7:45 a .m .
9:30 p .m.
8 :30 p.m.
6:3 5 p.m.

6:3 5 p.m.
5 : 35 p .m .
1: 30 p.m .
6: 35 p.m .
6 : 35 p.m .
7 :30 a .m .
6 :35 p.m.
9 :00 a.m.

GEORGIA

1440
1450
1490
1240
1450
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1240
1450
1240
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..WBHF
Cartersville
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6 :35 p.m .
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9:00 a .m .
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6:35 p .m.
6:35 p .m .
9 :30 p.m.
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IDAHO
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1400

Albion ............KMVC
Idaho Falls ........KID
.... .......KFXD
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... ........KAYT
Rupert
Sand Point ....KSPT

8:00
1:30
9:00
9:00

a.m.
p .m .
a.m .
a.m .

ILLINOIS

1450

Springfield

....WCVS

8:30 p.m.

IN DIANA

1450
1460
1450

......WASK
Lafayette
No. Vernon ..WOCH
Vincennes
....WAOV

9:05 a.m .
8:30 a .m.
6:36 p.m.

IOWA

1340
1400

........KROS
Clinton
Fort Dodge ..KVFD

8:35 p.m.
8:05 a.m.

KANSAS

1250

Topeka

......WREN

8:30 p.m .

.........WXYZ 10 : 00 p.m.
1270 Detroit
......WDBC 8:30 p .m.
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8:35 p.m .
.....WHTC
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....WKLA 9 : 30 p.m.
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......WKBZ 9 : 30 p.m.
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..........WEVE
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......WFKY
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....WSON
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........WPAD
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......WSIP
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6:35
7:00
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8:30
6:35
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p.m .
a .m.
a.m .
a.m .
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
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1450
1330
960
620
1240

..WGLC
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Clarksdale
..WROX
....WJPR
Greenville
Greenwood
....WABG
..........WJDX
Jackson
Vicksburg
.WQBC

960

Cape
Girardeau
..KFVS
... .....KDKD
Clinton
............KDEX
Dexter
Joplin ..... ......WMBH
Kansas City ..KCMO
.....KTTR
Rolla

Crowley .. .........KSIG
Shreveport
....KRMD

1280
1590
1450
810
1490

MARYLAND

Hagerstown

..WJEJ

9:30 p.m.

... . KANA
1230 Anaconda
....KXLO
1230 Lewistown
1450 Wolf Point ..KVCK

ih

~1j;

1600
1400
1340
KC

Boston . ...... WBOS
Fall River ....WALE
Gardner
........WGAW
City

'11

1340
1290
1590
KC

6:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
Time

MICHIGAN

1600

11

Station

Ann

Arbor

..WHRV

9:00 a .m.
4 : 35 p.m .
8:30 a.m .
1:00 p .m.

6:35 p.m.

1390
590

8:05 a .m.
4:30 p.m .
3:35 p .m.
5:35 p.m .
8:30 a.m .
9 :00 a .m.
8:30 a.m .

Reno

................KEET

1380

City

Portsmouth
NEW

J

......WJER
.......... WIRO

Dover
Irenton

OKLAHOMA

1240 Ardmore
1600 Cushing
1:05 p.m.
9:30 p .m .
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..WBBX

8:00 a.m.

MEXICO

...... KSVP
990 Artesia
............KMIN
980 Grants
1340 Silver City ......KSIL

OHIO

1450
1230

6:35 p.m.
4:35 p .m.
4:35 p.m .

KC

City

........KVSO
..........KUSH
Station

...KCRC
Enid
.........KSWO
Lawton
......KNED
McAlester
Oklahoma
.......WTOK
City
..KLCO
1280 Poteau
....KOME
1300 Tulsa
....KVIN
1470 Vinita
........KWSH
1260 Wewoka
1390
1380
1150
1000

p.m .
p.m .
p.m.
p:m .
p .m.
p.m.
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6:35
9:30
7:35
5:35
9:30
1:00

p.m.
p.m.
p .m.
p.m.
p.m.
p .m .

2:30
5:35
5:35
6:35
9:30

p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.

6:35 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.

1230
1230
1450
1600

............KAST
Astoria
....KOOS
Coos Bay
Coquille
......KWRO
........KASH
Eugene

1240
1420
1150
1230
1230
1380

..........WRTA
Altoona
Coatsvill¢
......WCOJ
Huntingdon
..WHUN
....WCRO
Johnstown
Lock Haven ..WBPZ
. WMLP
Milton

Time

Pottersville
WPP A-FM
.....WKBI
St. Mary's
..WICK
Scranton
TyroneAltoona . ....WTRN
..WJPA
Washington
Wellsboro
......WNBT
Wilkes Barre WILK
Williamsport
WMPT

1400
980
1290
1450
1490
980
1450

SOUTH

6:35 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
7:35 p.m .
7:35 a .m .
8:35 a.m .
6:35 p.m .
9 : 30 p.m.
9 : 30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
4:35 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
9 : 30 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
5:35 p.m.
5:35 p.m .
5:35 p .m .

TENNESSEE

Time

p.m .
p.m .
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

9:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
6:35 p.m .
1:00 p.m.
(Sat .)

CAROLINA

p.m.
WBSC
1550 Bennettsville
p.m.
....WOKE
1340 Charleston
..WGTN
p.m. · 1400 Georgetown
p .m.
......WHSC
1450 Hartsville
... WDIX
1150 Orangeburg
1340 Rock Hill ......WRHI
7 : 00 p.m.
SOUTH
DAKOTA
6:35 p.m .
.........KIJV
1340 Huron
1490 Mitchell . .. ....KORN
8:30 p .m.
..KWAT
950 Watertown
1:00 p.m .

8:30
1:00
7:30
8:30
8:30

p.m.
p.m.
a .m .
p.m.

101 meg.

4:35
1:00
5:35
4:35

8:30 p.m .
9:05 p.m .
1:30 p .m.

3:35
8:30
8:30
8:30

PENNSYLVANIA

DAKOTA

1240 Devil's Lake KDLR
1440 Grand Forks ..KILO
1390 Minot ..............KLPM
..........KEYD
1220 Oakes

8:30 p.m.

HAMPSHIRE

Keene
...... .WKNE
NashuaManchester
WSMN

Belmont ......... WCGC
....WTIK
Durham
Elizabeth City WGAI
Fuquay Spgs. WFVG
.......WGNC
Gastonia
..WFMC
Goldsboro
Hender..WHKP
son ville
..........WJRI
Lenoir
..WSYD
Mt. Airy
...WHIT
New Bern
....WFRC
Reidsville
Roanoke
....WCBT
Rapids
Rocky Mount WEED
..WGTM
Wilson
NORTH

City

OREGON

8:35
6:35
6:35
9:30
9:30
9:30

CAROLINA

NORTH

1270
1310
1240
1460
1450
730
1450

Time

YORK

..........WMBO
1340 Auburn
......WCLI
1450 Corning
..WICY
1490 Malone · ...
......WMSA
1340 Miassena
770 New York ......WABC
1240 Saranac Lake WNBZ

1340
1300
1460
1600
1230

NEBRASKA

......KERL
1300 McCook
..........KMEO
660 Omaha
....KNEE
960 Scottsbluff
. . ... KVHS
940 Valentine

MASSACHUSETTS

i

'\

7:30 a.m .

NEVADA

7:05 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

J

MONTANA

NEW

1340

8 :00 a.m.
5 : 35 p .m .
5:35 p .m.
4:30 p.m .
9:30 p.m .
6:35 p .m.

MISSOURI

LOUISIANA

1450
1340

5:36 p .m .

MISSISSIPPI

KENTUCKY

1490
860
1480
1320
1450
1490
1240
1240

NEW

MINNESOTA

1340

Station

City

1450
1340
1280
1240
1390
790
1490
960
1340

....WLAR 6 : 35 p.m.
Athens
Columbia ......WKRM 1:30 p.m .
..........WDNT 4 : 30 p.m .
Dayton
6:35 p.m .
Fayetteville
..WEKR
..........WTJS
7:30 p .m .
Jackson
8:05 a.m.
Johnson City WETB
Lexington
. WDXL 1:00 p.m .
McMinnville
WBMC 9:00 a.m.
......WHHM 10:00 p.m.
Memphis

1150 Morristown
..WCRK
1450 Murfreesboro
WGNS
980 Nashville
.....WSIX
1290 Oak Ridge
..WATO
1310 Onedia ........ ...WBNT

9 : 35 p.m .
9 :00 a .m .
9: 30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9: 00 a .m.

TEXAS

1470
710
1270
1400
1490
1490
1380
1420
660
1270
1330
1490
1400
1490
1370
950
1450
550
1340
1230
1340
1380
960
630
1500
1230
600

Abilene
........KRBC
Amarillo ........KGNC
Bay City
.....KIOX
Big Spring ....KBYG
Big Spring ......KBST
Borger .... ....KHUZ
Brownwood ... KBWD
Clarksville
....KCAR
Dallas
...KSKY
Eagle Pass ....KEPS
Farwell ...... ....KZOL
Graham
...KSWA
Huntsville
..KSAM
Jacksonville
. KEBE
Liberty
......KWDL
Littlefield
..KZZN
Longview
.......KFRO
Lubbock ..........KSE 'L
Marshall
..WMHT
Midland
. ....KCRS
Monahans ......KVKM
Nacogdoches
KEEE
Pampa
....KHHH
Pampa
..... ...KPDN
Pleasanton
...KHOP
San Angelo ....KGKL
. San Antonio ..KMAC
Sherman
...KTXO
Texarkana.
..KCMC
Tyler
....KTBB

8: 15 a .m.
1 : 05 p .m .
5: 35 p.m.
8: 30 p .m
6: 30 p.m .
5:35 p.m.
5: 35 p.m.
8: 30 a.m .
2: 05 p.m .
9: 05 a.m.
4 : 30 p.m .
6: 00 p.m .
5: 35 p.m .
9 : 00 a.m .
8 : 30 p .m.
9:00 a.m .
6: 35 p.m .
1: 30 p.m.
5: 35 p.m.
8 : 30 p.m .
7: 30 a .m.
5: 35 p.m.
8: 30 p .m .
8: 30 p.m.
8: 30 p.m.
9 : 30 a.m .
8 : 30 p.m .
8: 30 p.m.

590
1460
1380
1490

Brattleboro

..WKVT

WASHINGTON

WEST

Logan
Montgomery
St . Albans
Williamson

1240
1450
1310
1240
1400
1230

Eau Claire ......WBIZ
Fond du Lac ....KFE
Madison
..WIBA
Mantiowoc
..WOMT
Reedsburg
....WRDB
Wausau
...WSAU

WLOG
WMON
...WKLC
..WBTH

6: 35 p.m.
6 : 35 p .m.
9 : 30 a.m .
6: 35 p.m .

WISCONSIN

5: 35 p.m .
8 : 05 a .m .
5: 35 p.m.
5:35 p .m .
9:00a .m.

WYOMING

1470 Casper

..... KTWO

9 : 15 a.m .

FOREIGN
CANADA

Blind River,
Ont.
1270 Winnipeg,
Manitoba

...CJNR 10 : 15 a .m .
....CKY 11 : 00 p.m.

BERMUDA

Pembroke

980 Bristol
........WFHG 6: 35 p.m.
1490. Culpeper
......WCVA 6:35 p.m.
1230 Fredericksburg
.
........WF'VA 8:30 a .m.

VIRGINIA

1230
1340
1300
1400

........ZBM

1: 30 p.m .

LIBERIA

1: 05 p .m .

VIRGINIA

9:3 0 p.m .
4: 00 p .m .
9: 30 p.m.
6:3 5 p.m .

1340 An ac orte s
..KAGT 8: 30 p.m.
1470 Cen tr ali aCh ahalis
....KELA 3 : 35 p .m.
1430 Mt . Vern on ....KBRC 9 : 30 a.m.
660 Om ak ... .....KOMW 9 : 15 a.m .
1250 Sea ttle
....KTW 9 : 30 p .m .
1230 Spokane
. ......KLYK 8:30 p.m .
Tacoma
...KLAY 9: 30 a.m.
1490 Wall a W alla KTEL
..8 : 30 p.m.

VERMONT

1490

Lynchburg
..WLVA
Radford
..W RA D
Ri chmond
....WMBG
W aynesboro
WAYE

650

Monrovia

..ELBC

4: 30 p .m.

NIGERIA

Enugu

......ENBS

1: 30 p.m .

PHILIPPINES

Manila

....DZAQ

7 :30 a.m .

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise indicated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not listed.
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phenomena in the h istory of political even ts . It refers to the a lmost unbelievable uniting of thirteen independent
colonies into a strong, cen tral , federal union. From the Ma ssachu setts Bay colon y in the north
to the debtor colony of Georgia in the south, there was the realization
that the only hope for survival lay in un ity . It was Patrick Ilenry who
preached, "United we stand; divided we fall ." So urgent was t he need
for unity and so obvious was the weakness of disunity t hat ev en though
their national,
social and racial backgrounds
were diff erent , even
though their economic interests were quit e divergent , and ev en though
their purposes in coming to America were quite vari ed, t h e colonies
overcame all these seem ingly insurmountable
obstacl es and did unite
to form the United States of Ameri ca. Through this amazing achievement weakness bec a me strength and a foundation was la id for the
building of the strongest nation the world was ye t t o know . We stm
remember with great pride the wisdom of our foundin g fa thers so
beautifully commemorated
in the motto of the Uni t ed States held constantly before our eyes on every coin and on every dollar bill .
But we are not in t erested primarily in t his religious discu ssion in the
combination of the original colonies , but rather in a different and even
more important uniting. We are interested in bringing the more than
250 different segments of the Christian religious world which has be en
so tragically divided through the cen tur ies into one so lid church-th e
church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In the r ealm of religion
we need to have the same farseeing wisdom that our founding fath ers
had , and following their lead, we need to melt the many br oken parts of
Christendom into the body for which Christ died.
The need ls so apparent. We are in a world on fire , a world that is
about to blow itself to bits . Nation fights against nation over economic
advantages.
Un-Christian motives drive men to unbelievable
levels of
selfish unconcern for the rights of others. If only th e good people of
the world had been united, w~ would not now be in the condition which
we all face with fear and uncertainty.
But even the good people, the
people who have pledged to follow Chris t , have been divided . They have
been fiying different religious nags; th ey have been working at cross
purposes. The only answer to the world's need is the unit y for which
Christ prayed.
In the midst of the conflicts and di visions of the religious world ,
there is a movement that holds out great hope for the fu ture . I would
like to take you back 170 yea r s and review the most promising period
in the recent history of the church - the period when men began to
reverse the trend toward more and more dfvlslon and an even greater
number of churches, by moving back toward unity. It is known as the
Restoration
Movement and its great prom ise for the future re sts upon
the fact that It is based upon the te aching of the Lord .
One of the beg innings was in a pers on by the name of J ames O'K elly ,
/
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who lived and worked in North Caroli na and Virginia. He was a mem- ·
ber of a large denominational church . He had read his Bible, of course,
for years and had becom e concerned about some of the things his
creed required which were not in his Bible . He went to the Baltimore
conference of his church in 1793 and ca lled on men to go back and
take the Bible as their only creed . His proposal was not accepted by
the conference. However, a little later he and a group of 7,000 communicants of that church decided to mov e ba ck tow ard the Bible . After a
time, they took the name Christian and wore only that . They took the
Bible as their only cr eed and tri ed t o call things by Bible names. It
was a movement back to th e old paths.
In 1802 there was a similar movement in New England. It was independent of this first movement for the men involved did not even
know each other . They just happened to see the same problems and
arrive at the same conclusions. There was a man by the name of Abner
Jones and another by the name of Elias Smith, both members of anNew
other denomination,
who spoke out for the undenominational,
Testament church in New England. They "were disturbed in regard to
sectarian names and creeds." These circuit-riding preachers decided that
the name Christian was the name men ought to wear, so they began
to wear only that name . The churches they served dropped other names
but the name Christian. They established congregations patterned after
the New Testament,
with no addition or deletions, in Linden and
Bradford, Vermont, and in Hanover, Piermont and Portsmouth,
New
Hampshire.
Next, we move to the frontier state of Kentucky in the year of 1804.
You will rem ember that the Louisiana Purchase came in 1803, extend ing the United States territory beyond the Mississippi. Things were
still primitive in Kentucky in 1804, but a man by the name of Barton
Stone, without knowing of these other movements, stood on the same
ground. Stone , along with several other preachers of a third denominational chuch-Robert
Marshall, John Dunlavy, Richard McNamar, John
Thompson and David Purviance-was
disturbed about the creed he had
promised to preach. More and more these men felt an urgency to take
the New Testament and nothing more. In the year 1804 they withdrew
from their denomination, taking "the Bible as the only sure guide
to heaven." They wore only the name Christian.
I

/l.l"
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The response of the people to this new plea was so widespread that
Barton Stone's biographer could say that for sixteen consecutive years
he baptized more than 1,000 people a year . That would be a very large
percentag e of the people who came to hear him preach. Even in populous
times like these that would be unusual, but there in frontier America in
1804 it was phenomenal. The Idea of going back to the Bible, with no
creed but the Bible itself and no organization
except that of which
you read in the Bible, appealed mightily to the people. In the first
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fifty years of this movement half a million people decided they wanted
to be New Testament Christians and dedicated themselves to go back
and restore primitive Christianity.
Campbell
In 1809, two other names came into the story-Thomas
and his son, Alexander Campbell. The father, Thomas Campbell wrote
a "Declaration and Address" in which he said, "Nothing ought to be
admitted, as of divine obligation, in the constitution and management
of the church, but what is expressly enjoined by the authority of our
Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles upon the New Testament church
either in express terms or by approved precedent . . . Nothing ought
to be received into the faith or worship of the church, or be made a
term of communion among Christians, that is not as old as the New
Testament."
That is solid ground. We do not speak; we only listen
while the Lord speaks. Nothing that is not in God's word has any right
to be bound upon God's children.
This general movement is just a ground-swell of feeling. It stretched
across our continent in time. It is also known in England, Scotland, and
in more than fifty nations of the world. As its center it has a desire to
erase the barriers that separate honest, sincere believers in Christ, a
desire that we should all walk one way and stand in one solid rank.
We do not go back to Barton Stone , or Alexander Campbell or James
O'Kelly, just as we do not go back to John Wesley, or Martin Luther,
or John Calvin. We go back to Christ! These men simply said "Leave
all the things that men have brought in and walk in the old paths." We
do not go back to Rome; we do not go back to Constantinople;
we go
back to Jerusalem.
It is not my church, nor your church, but our
Lord's church that we must be concerned about. Let us pray that we
may be undenominational
in our faith and in our convictions.
Join with me and with thousands of others in saying, "The Bible is our
authority, our only authority."
Let us agree that in both faith and
practice we will tolerate nothing that we cannot read from the scriptures. We will speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where it is
silent. We will have a "Thus saith the Lord" for everything that we do
in the matter of becoming a Christian, in the matter of worship , in
the organization of the church, and in everything else.
Where can our efforts begin? They can never successfully begin at
the top . They must begin down at the grass roots with individual
people who will find the courage to say, "I'll be one who will stand
for the Lord's church without any additional names or creeds . I'll be
be one." Then, become a Christian in the ancient New Testament way:
Repent of your sins, confess Christ as your Savior, be baptized, and
then live as a Christian. Eight times this pattern of conversion is presented in vivid detail in the books of Acts alone. Sometimes this may
mean estrangement from family and loved ones. It may mean sleepless
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nights . But it is worth the cost. If you feel the desire to do what Jesus
prayed that we do, take your Bible . and stand on it without any human
creed or manual or church discipline. With the Bible as your guide your only guide-come
to Christ and be only a Christian. Christianity Is
undenominational . Only the Bible will make Christians only.
QUESTION

OF THE

WEEK

From a Christian in Charleston, Missouri, comes our question for
this week. He asks, "Can a person be a Christian and at the same time
be living with a second or third wife?"
This is one of the most difficult areas in which to face up to the
trutb of God that I know. Our day and age has such a relaxed view
toward divorce and remarriage that many basically good people have
come to feel that marriages may be dissolved for almost any cause
and other marriages contracted. Consequently, many people who love
the Lord and respect His teaching have drifted inti> a situation in
which they do not have the approval of God. We welcome your question, because God's teaching on marriage and remarriage needs to be
much more widely understood in these days of easy divorce.
The answer to your question is found in statements from our Lord,
as in Matthew 19: 3-9, "And there came unto him Pharisees, trying him,
and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every
cause? And he answered and said, Have ye not read, that he who made
them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife; and . the two shall become one flesh? So that they are no
more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let
not man put asunder ... And I say unto you, whosoever shall put away
his wife, except for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth
adultery." In the sermon on the mount, Jesus had earlier said, "I say
unto you, that everyone that putteth away his wife, saving for the cause
of fornication, make th her an adulteress: and whosoever shall marry
her when she is put away committeth adultery" (Matthew 6:32).
As you see in these · clear passages from the lips of the Lord, the
only cause for which a man may put away his wife (or a woman put
away her husband) with the right to remarry is moral unfaithfulness.
Those who are wearing the name of Christ and are members of Hts
church should not be involved in this transgression
of God's law. As
In all other matters, Christiane must conform to the teachings of Christ.
Applying this principle after the mistakes have been made le a more
difficult undertaking, but still it must be done . We must teach God's
law at this point to the young people who are reaching toward the
age of marriage. It le far easier and far more pleasant to prevent such
wrong than it is to correct it after one has entered into a wrong
marriage.
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Recently I found myself sitting at dinner one evening across from a
man who, in the course of the conversation,
said, "There are some
people who believe that all religious truth was revealed 1900 years ago
in the Bible." Then he made it very clear that he would have no part
of such an antiquated view. He believed in progressive revelation. He
further elaborated his views somewhat as follows: What wa1 true then
might not be true now. Conditions change . Through the centuries man
has achieved new insights and discover ed new religious truths . There
is really no one body of eternal, unch a nging truth. What ls true in some
sections of the world for some people, may not be true for other people
and in other places . Truth is relative, subject to modification and
change. These views are rather widespread in our day and need serious
to share
consideration
by all mankind, lest we come unconsciously
them .
As we think of the views of this man certain scriptures come to
mind: "There ls a way which seemeth right unto a man; but the ends
thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14 : 12). " San cti fy them in the
truth : thy word is truth" (John 17:17). "Heaven and ea rth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matthew 24:35). "All flesh
is a grass, and all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower falleth: but the word of the Lord abideth
for ever" (I Peter 1 : 24-25). "Every scriptur e inspired of God is also
profitable for teaching, for reproof , for correction, for instruction which
is in righteousness : that the man of God may be complete, furnished
completely unto every good work" (II Timothy 3:16-17).
God has two kinds of laws: the natural , physical laws that are so
apparent in our universe, and the spiritual, moral laws which He reveals to us in His inspired word . We can learn much about His moral
laws by studying His physical laws. F:or example, God's physical laws
are uni versal, applying to all people in all places and for all times.
The law of gravity is just as real today as it was in the day of the
Medea and the Persian s. It applies just as much in Africa or China
as it does in Ameri ca. No person on earth is exempt from its pull.
Similarly, the principles of mathematics
which were known and respected by the ancient Greeks are the same pr inciples that have been
used by modern man to build his mighty missiles. The laws of chemistry have not changed since the beginning of time. The combination uf
certain elements then brought about exactly the same results as they
Page 23
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do today. This is true in every corner of the earth, in every laboratory,
and under the guidance of specialists of every nationality. God's laws
are universal. They do not change.
Truth is narrow. If you would like a simple demonstration of this
fact, dial sb: of the seven digits in a normal telephone number correctly, then vary the seventh number just slightly. The result of this minor
variation will be that you will find yourself one hundred percent wrong
in securing the desired person at the other end of the line. Miss just
one digit ever so slightly, and you fail completely. qod's truth does
not allow itself to be bent or modified to suit the whims of man.
Now, let us notice some of the practices of modern man and evaluate them in terms of the laws of God. Let us begin with the very
common practice of profanity. In Exodus 20:7, as one of the basic ten
commandments, God said, "Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah
thy God in vain; tor Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his
name in vain." In the New Testament, Jesus said, "But let your speech
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever is more than these is of the
evil one" (Matthew 6:37). Paul added, "Let no corrupt speech proceed
out of your mouth" (Ephesians 4:29). But modern man says, "I don't
mean anything by the profanity I use. It is simply a bad habit I picked
up while I was in the service. Everybody's doing it." The explicit, clear
statements from God's law are brushed aside as man explains that he
does not think it very serious because he does not really mean anything by it. The hard fact is that it is just as sinful to use profanity
today as it was when the commands of the Bible were given. God's truth
does not change.
Next, take the example of lying. Again, in the ten commandments we
read, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor" (Exodus
20:16). , Paul added, "Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye
truth each one with his neighbor" (Ephesians 4:26). Even more :Impressive is the statement in the midst of God's description of heaven,
as found in Revelation 21: 8, "But for the fearful, and unbelieving, and
abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars, their part shall be in the lake that burneth with fire and
brimstone; which is the second death." The description closes with the
words, "There shall in no wise enter into it anything unclean, or he
that maketh an al/omination and a lie: but only they that are written
in the Lamb's book of life" (Revelation 21:27) . But modern man says
"I lied because I had to protect my friend." Or, on a higher level, h~
may say, "It would have done harm for him to have known the truth,
so I had to lie to him." What a presumptuous position it is for man
to say God's law of telling the truth was not best in a certain case, so
he changed it.
Next, let us look at stealing. This, too, is part of the ten commandments, "Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus 20: 16). This also is repeated in
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Romans 13: 9. Ephesians 4: 28 says, "Let him that stole steal no more:
but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing that is
, good, that he may have whereof to give to him that hath need." But
modern man says, "I haven't been treated fairly, so it is right that I
should take something from the rich . After all, they will never miss tt."
Or, the man who embezzles from his employer says, "I'll pay it back."
The student who steals by cheating says, Everyone else is doing it,
why shouldn't I?" Man changes God's laws because he thinks that circumstances warrant a modification or a bending of the law. The fact is
that God added no footnotes to His laws saying that if they were hard
to apply they could be changed.
Next, look at the sin of fornication or adultery. In the ten commandments, Exodus 20:14, God said , "Thou shalt not commit adultery." In
Galatians 6: 19-21 and in Revelation 21: 8 fornication is listed as a sin
that will cost man his eternal life in heaven . Yet modern youth sometimes, carried away by his emotions, thinks that it is all right to engage in sexual relations before marriage, "because we are going to get
married anyway." Still others say, "These physical drives are just a
part of the way that we are made. It is no more wrong to satisfy them
than it is to eat when hungry." The hard fact is that God's law does
not read that way.
Take the example of divorce and remarriage. Christ's law reads,
"Whosoever shall put away his wife , except for fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her when
she is put away committeth adultery" (Matthew 19:9). But modern man
thinks he is quite justified in renouncing his marriage vows and in
breaking this law of God, "because my wife had a terrible disposition ·
and I just couldn't live with her." 'A wife justifies her rejection of God's
law "because our in-laws got in the way and broke up our marriage." ·
There are no reasons for violating God's law. These things are wrong,
and should be avoided by carefully planning one's marriage, but they
do not give one a license to break God's law of marriage and remarriage.
Sometimes we hear people say, "I'm keeping the spirit of the law,
if not the letter ." This is just another way of saying, "I have modified
God's law to suit my own wishes ." In this general connection we need
to remember the Old Testament example of Uzzah, as recorder in II
Samuel 6: 3-6, who violated God's express command not to touch the
Ark of the Covenant. Even though his motive was pure and his desire
w11;sto be of help when he touched the Ark, he violated God's law and
paid with his life. Similarly, in the story of the young prophet found
in I Kings 13, we find the young man who with innocent motives disobeyed God's commandment to his own destruction.
In the midst of the widely held view that God's laws are relative and
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can be modified to suit the times and the pressures of present day situations, we Christians need t~ realize that God's laws are not to be
changed according to man's wishes . These laws of God apply not to
some people some of the time, but to all people all of the time .
What we have been saying in the realm of mo ral an d ethical principles applies also in the realm of Christian doctrine . Some feel that they
need not conform to New Testament instructions · in the matter of becoming Christians . Th e fact tha t every case of conversion in apostolic
times began with the pr each in g of the gos pel of Christ and was followed
by faith in Christ as the Son of God, repe ntance from ~a~t sins, c~nfe~sion of Christ before men , and baptism for the rem1ss1on of sms 1s
discounted as being old-fashioned . The fact is, however , that this is the
pattern that our Lord laid down and we must still follow His directions
if we are to enter His church and receive His salvation.
In his desire to modify and change the commandments
of God,
modern man reminds us of those who would change the rules of the
game in the midst of the contest.
Imagine for a moment a football
game and a tense moment when a runner nears the sideline and needs
a few yards of running room in order to make the long gain. Hemmed
in by the boundary line, he is sure to be tackled, so he simply remakes
the playing field by extending the boundary .an ~xtra five yards, giving
him room to outdistance his tacklers . Or, 1magme a team rallying at
the end of the game and needing only five extra minutes in ?rder to
overtake and defeat their opponents.
By what stretch of the imagination could such a team claim an extra five minutes in order to win?
Everyone realizes that there could be no game of footba_ll if such
liberties in remaking the rules were allowed. Is this not similar to the
remaking of God's rules for life, as man finds himself in situations that
are difficult and disturbing?
is not what man wishes, but what God wishes that is important.
Man's age-old problem is the desire to ple~se hims~lf rather. than t~
please God. The crux of the whole situat10n is still found m Je~us
words: "Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter mto
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who
is in heaven ." So we ask, "How relative is truth? " Not at all-man
only thinks it so.
It

QUESTION

OF THE

WEEK

The question that we have chosen to answer this week Is one tha t
we· believe is particularly timely. An interested listener writes, "I am
a bit confused as to which came first, the church or the Bible. Did
the church give us the Bible?"
Christ spent the years of His active min istry teaching
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everything that they should know concerning the Christian religion. He
then promised them that the Holy Spirit would come and guide them
further, as He said, "But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance
all that I have said unto you" (John 14:26).
Further Christ said, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself;
but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he
all that I have said unto you" (John 14:26).
to your- remembrance
Earlier in His ministry Jesus had told His disciples, "But when they deliver you up, be not anxious how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be
given you in that hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak,
but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you" (Matthew 10:19-20).
Obviously, the gospel of Christ had been taught to the disciples before the great day of Pentecost, A.D. 33, when the church began. In
fact, it was the preaching of the gospel that brought the church into
being. The oral doctrine of Christianity
was first; then the church
came into being; then the oral doctrines were written down in our
present Bible.
Which came first? The Bible? Or the church? The answer is that
the Bible in oral form, or the gospel, came first and produced the
church.
Then the inspired writers put this oral gospel in permanent
form in the Bible, as they were ·guided by the Holy Spirit. The church
did not give us the Bible; rather , the Bible led to the founding of the
church .

March 5, 1962
Highland Church of Christ
I am enclosing a check for $30.00 for the HERALD OF
TRUTH Radio and Television program. Also, I would like to
be put on the mailing list for the HERALD OF TRUTH.
Oh! but that it were possible to have such a program here
in France where we are stationed. We pray for future growth
of the church all over the world.
Fellow servants of Christ,
S. Sgt. and Mrs. K. H.
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It has always seemed strange that baptism should be an area of
religious controversy.
It is like the Lord's supper.
Of all subjects in
the Christian religion, you would think that the Lord's supper would
least likely be a ground of religious controversy , and yet if you know
something of religious history you kn ow that it has been a battleground
through the centuries.
The same is true of baptism . It would seem
that surely this would not be something about which honest, sincere
people would debate, but it has been a ground of endless controversy .
We know of no better way to remove this controversy than by reading
and studying the scriptures.
One .of the greatest passages on the subject of baptism is found in
Matthew 3:13-17: "Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto
John, to be baptized of him. But John would have hindered him , saying,
I have need to be baptized of thee, and cometh thou to me? But Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness . Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he
was baptized, went up straightway from the water : and lo, the heavens
were opened unto .him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a
dove, and coming upon him: and lo , a voice out of the heavens, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
At the other end
of this same gospel of Matthew, Jesus is quoted in His last message
to His disciples, and through them to all Christians of all times:
"Go
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit : teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:19-20).
The gospel of Mark closes with the same great commission, in slightly
different words:
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
the whole creation.
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be condemned" (Mark 16: 15-16).
When Jesus had gone back to heaven and when Pentecost had come,
Peter stood up to preach that first great sermon of the Christian era.
He preached of Christ and when he had concluded the sermon, Acts 2:
37~38 tells us, "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
hearts, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren,
what shall we do? And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you · in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission
of your sins; and ye sqall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." As y ou
turn through the pages- of the book of Acts you find one example of
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conver sion after another . One of the clearest is found in Acts s. It
is the story of the nob leman from Ethiopia . There comes a point in the
story where it says, "As they went on the way, they came unto a certain
water ; and the eunuch saith, Behold , here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized?
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy
heart, thou mayest.
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand st111:
and they both went down into the water , both Philip and the eunuch;
and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch saw him no ~ore,
for he went on hie way rejoicing" (Acts 8: 36-39).
Later on in the book of Acts, we read the story of the conversion of
Saul of Tarsus . Acts 22: 16 tells of the moment when God's preacher,
Ananias, arrived to tell Saul what he must do. For three days Saul
had been fasting and praying, after he had come to believe that Jesus
was not an imposter, but the Christ . These are the preacher's words:
"Why tarriest thou? ar ise , and be baptized, and wash away thy sins."
Turning on through other books of the New Testament we find in
I Peter 3: 21 these words: "Which also after a true likeness doth now
save you, even baptism , not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the interrogation
(or appeal) of a good conscience toward God."
And finally, we would read the words of Jesus from one of the early
chapters of the book of John . To Nicodemus Jesus said, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born of the water and the Spirit
be cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). These are onl;
a few of the great passages in the New Testament that mention baptism. There are more than one hundred such passages .
In these moments let us notice first of all what baptism is , then
briefly what baptism is not, and finally, a few words on the importance
of baptism.
The Greek word is the word baptlzo. We do not translate it into Eng lish; rather, we transliterate
it. We simply pick it up out of the Greek
and bring it over and print it in our language. So baptizo in the Greek
is baptize in the English.
The Greek lexicons are almost unanimous
in defining it as meaning "to dip, to plunge , to immerse."
Sometimes
we even find the word "overwhelm."
In Paul 's writings to the Romane
he gives us an idea of what it is supposed to mean. It is a beautifully
symbolic act in which each follower of Chr ist does, symbolically what
Christ did for all mankind when He died, and was buried and then was
raised from the grave . In Romans we read , "Or are ye ignorant that
all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death?
We were buried therefore with him through baptism into
death:
that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life." Then he says
it again, "For if we have become united with him in the likeness of hie
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection"
(Romans 6 :
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3-5) . Baptism has meaning , deep spiritual meaning.
Symbolically, the
old sinful man is dead. We have turned away from sin and we go
through the act of being buried to s ignify it . Then a moment later we
are raised to walk in a new kind of life, a life with Christ, a life of
righteousness . It is a definite, concrete act, back toward which we
can look the rest of our days . It is an act that marks the dividing line
between the old man of th e world and the n ew man of God.

th ere in mid -river . The . s tor y went on to say that this man, realizing
t hat it was possible to slip . bac k into sin aft e r baptism, ofter submerged
h is passenger long eno ug h for him to dro wn , thinking, "Baptism has
for give n his si n s, n ow I will do him the favor of making it impossible
for him ev er t o slip bac k into sin." If that is true, surely our friend
wa s mis guided, for t h e r e is no su ch property in putting a person under
wat er.

There is something wond erful about a marriage ceremony when a
boy and a girl stand in some appropiate place and pledge their love to
each other for life . They will never forget it . There is no power on
earth that can make the boy or girl forget th a t wedding hour. In an
even grander way there is no power on e arth that can erase from a
man's mind those precious moments when , symbolically, like his Lord
he is buried and then raised into a new kind of life .

Cons ta nti ne the Gr ea t emb r aced Christianity . Because he did not
wa nt to commit s in a ft er baptis m and be lost , h e put off baptism until
ne ar th e ti me of hi s d eath . He was an old man before he ever submit t ed t o baptism.
Th es e are just little indic a tions that they were
thinking of bapti s m a s a kind of magical act. It is not so presented in
th e New T es tament.
U nl ess it is pr e ceded by a deep understanding
of God' s word a n d a commitment of on e's life to the Lord, unless it is
it
preced ed by a s oul -shaking turning from sin toward righteousness,
is me a ~ingless.
Bap t ism is precious and wond erful in its place, but
out of its pla ce, as a kind of magical, quick way to get saved, it does
not mean anythin g. Some h ave be en r epelled by baptism because they
thou ght it was too shallow and that it bespoke of m ere superstition .
They failed to see in it the de ep symbolic significance that it rightfully
has in the total picture of becoming a Christian.

Baptism, again, is the culminating act of being born anew . We do
not say that baptism is being born again; we say it is a part of being
born again.
The figur e of speech that our Lord used in John 3 when
He said "born again" begins when His word, the Bible, is preached and
falls into some honest and sincere heart.
There the word takes hold <if
the heart; after a while it creates belief in that heart; after a while
it grows until one day it comes to the hour of birth - baptism. Being
born again is not something that happens in a moment . It happens
when God's word starts the proc ess which culminates when a person is
baptiz ed into Christ. The Lord's figures of speech are always beautiful
and always ri ch in meaning . Being born again reminds us of a baby as
it breaks forth into a world that it has never seen.
When a boy or
girl is baptized and comes from that watery grave, he has been born
again spiritually.
That is what baptism means .
At this point we need to recognize that baptism is not some magical
act. It is not a talisman or an act of magic that somehow changes a
It must be preced e d by the hearing and the believing of the
person.
word ; there must be a chang e of will in regard to sin; then baptism
takes its proper pl a ce in the order of conversion.
Down through the
centuries there have b een some who have thought that baptism was
the beginning and the end, the everything, and just so long as a person
was dipp ed under water that was all that really m a ttered.
Sometimes
it ha s been called "baptismal re generation" as if there was some property in the wat er . Obviously there is not .
In church history there is the story of a strange man who, back in
the middle ages in Europe , was a boatman on a river . He ferried people across th e river again and again . That was his job, and often he
would have just one passen ger. According to this story, which may or
may not be true, he would ask his passenger, "Are you a Christian?"
If the man said no , then ' he would proceed immediately
to baptize him,

Baptism obviously does not mean something for babies and children.
In every New Test a ment example it is for people who have believed in
God's word , hav e repented of their sins, and then knowingly have been
baptized.
Our Lord was baptized . Even though He was sinless, He ·insisted
that He b e baptized.
He said, "Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousnes s. " Surely, if He submitted to baptism , we should . Over one
hundred times in the New Testament
the word baptism appears.
All
of the New Testam e nt Christians wer e ba ptized . It must be important .
It is important
be caus e of its deep symbolic meaning . But even if
none of this were tru e, it would still be important because our Lord
asked us to do it. He asked us to be baptized and surely we must .
Surely we will want to , because our Lord asked us to .
Do not misunderstand
what we have said to mean that baptism is
It is one of several.
We
the primary thing in b ecoming a Christian.
would not want you to underst a nd that we earn salvation by being baptized . Salvation is a gift. Paul wrote to the Ephesians, "By grace have
ye been sa ved, through faith; and that not of yourselves , it is the gift
of God; not of works, that no man should glory" {Ephesians 2 : 8-9).
While salvation is God's gift , He ha s laid down certain conditions
upon which He will give it. Faith is one of these conditions, so that
no one who does not believe in Christ will be saved.
Baptism is another . No one who does not give himself to the Lord in baptism has
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the promise of eternal life in heav en. No one who does not live as a
Christian ought to live has any promise . There are conditlons; baptism is one.
If you have never been bap ti zed, do not put it off longer . Out of your

love for God, out of your love for Chr ist, call some faithful preacher of
the gospel and let him help you obey your Lord.
joy to assist you.
QUESTION

From Tennessee comes
practiced for baptism?"
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The Herald of Truth program is hear d
in homes , automobiles , sto res, factories
and where ver radio and television sets
are found. Last yea r the combined network broadca sts an d telec asts tot aled
nearl y 9,000 hour s of teac hing by word
and song. Think of it! Th is is equivalent
to more than the act ual hours in an entire year.
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the ques ti on, "When

was sprinkllng

first

The first mention of sprinkling in extant literature is in the Dldache,
which ls usually dated approximate ly 150 A.D. It was first known as
"clinical baptism." Beginn ing with this early uninspired writing, there
are occasional mentions of sprink ling in the general literature of church
history on down through the cent ur ies . It was not, however, until the
Council of Ravenna, hel,d in 1311, under the direction of Pope Clement
V, that sprinkling was officially accepted by the Roman Cathollc Church
instead of immersion. In fact, some church buildings still standing
show the evidence of the previous practice of immersion.
Such i11 the
case of the large baptistry build ing which stands near the leaning tower
of Pisa in Italy. This building con tai ns a large full-size baptistry in
which possibly as many as 50 people could be immersed at one time .
Obviously, it was built before 1311 and the change in doctrine.
The Bible nowhere speaks of sprinkling as baptism. Rather, the word
"baptizo" is used, which literally means "to dip, plunge, or immerse ."
The Cathollc Encyclopedla, Vol. II , pages 261 and 262, reads as follows:
"The most ancient form usually employed was unquestionably immersion. This is not only evident from the writings of the Fathers and the
early rituals of both the Latin and Oriental churches , but it can also be
gathered from the Epistles of St . Paul, who speaks of baptism as a
bath (Ephesians 5 :26; Romans 6:4; Titus 3:5). In the Latin church,
immersion seems to have pre vailed until the 12th centuy. After that
time It is found in some places even as late as the 16th century. Infusion and aspersion, however, were grow ing common in the 13th century and gradually prevailed in the Western church . The Oriental
churches have retained immersion , though not always in the sense of
plunging the candidate's entire body below the water."
Again, I would repeat , the Bible nowhere
baptism.

speaks of sprinkllng
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